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Does a strip busbar include a tubular
type

Overview
The busbar's material composition and cross-sectional size determine the maximum
current it can safely carry. Busbars can have a cross-sectional area of as little as 10
square millimetres (0.016 sq in), but may use metal tubes 50 millimetres (2.0 in) in
diameter or more as busbars. use very large busbars to carry tens of thousands of to
the that.

Key Takeaways
Yes, a strip busbar can include a tubular type, as busbars are available in flat strips,
solid bars, and hollow tubular forms.

Busbars are metallic conductors used to distribute electrical power efficiently within
switchgear, panels, or other electrical systems. They come in various shapes and
configurations to optimize current-carrying capacity, cooling, and mechanical
strength. A strip busbar typically refers to a flat, rectangular conductor made of
copper or aluminum, but busbars can also be designed as hollow or tubular sections
to reduce weight, improve heat dissipation, and maintain stiffness for high-current
applications .

Tubular Busbar Characteristics
• Hollow Design: Tubular busbars are essentially hollow tubes, which can be circular
or rectangular in cross-section. The hollow center allows for better cooling and
reduces material usage while maintaining electrical performance .
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• High Current Applications: Tubular busbars are often used in high-current systems
(e.g., above 10,000 A) where heat management is critical .

• Material: They are commonly made from copper or aluminum, similar to flat strip
busbars .

• Mechanical Advantages: The hollow structure provides higher stiffness than a solid
rod of equivalent current capacity, allowing longer spans between supports in
switchyards or panels .
Summary

In practice, busbars can be flat strips, solid bars, or hollow tubular types, and the
choice depends on current rating, space constraints, cooling requirements, and
mechanical considerations. Therefore, a tubular busbar can indeed be considered a
type of strip busbar when designed as a hollow conductor for efficient power
distribution .
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Busbar is a metal strip or rod, usually made of copper, brass or aluminum, used for
grounding and conducting
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current it can safely carry. Busbars can have a cross-sectional area of as little as 10
square millimetres (0.016 sq in), but electrical substations may use metal tubes 50
millimetres (2.0 in) in diameter or more as busbars. Aluminium smelters use very
large busbars to carry tens of thousands of amperes to the electrochemical cells that
produce aluminium
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shaped busbars provide good
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Hollow / Tubular / Sectional Busbar. A hollow or tubular form of busbar can provide
acceptable current capacity while reducing

What Is a Busbar Types and Applications Guide

© 2026 GESTIONVAL ODN INFRASTRUCTURE S.L. - All rights reserved



Page 7/8

Four primary types exist: flat strip, tubular, sandwich/laminated, and plug-in busway,
each suited to different current

What is Busbar? Types, Advantages (2026 Updated Guide)

Busbar is a metal strip or rod, usually made of copper, brass or aluminum, used for
grounding and conducting

Busbar

The busbar''s material composition and cross-sectional size determine the maximum
current it can safely carry. Busbars can have a cross-sectional area of as little as 10
square millimetres (0.016 sq in), but electrical substations may use metal tubes 50
millimetres (2.0 in) in diameter or more as busbars. Aluminium smelters use very
large busbars to carry tens of thousands of amperes to the electrochemical cells that
produce aluminium

Busbars: Electrical Types, Sizing & Design Guide

The best busbar type depends on current, voltage, available space, equipment
layout,

Electrical Busbars: Function, Types, Design & Selection

Flat Strip: The most common type, ideal for compact systems with good heat
dissipation. Tubular (Hollow): Used

A Comprehensive Guide to the Different Types of Electrical Bus Bars

Explore the different types of electrical bus bars, including copper, aluminum, tinned
copper, insulated, flat, flexible,

Electrical Busbar

Tubular shape bus bar is used electrical substations for very high voltages. Tubular-
shaped busbars provide good

Electrical Busbars Explained: Types and Key Benefits

The overview also breaks busbars into form factors such as flat strip bars, round/rod
bars, hollow tubular bars, braided or laminated

Busbar Size Chart: Types, Current Rating, Materials

Even though a busbar looks like just a flat copper or aluminum strip, its size
determines how much electrical load it

Types of Busbars in Electrical Systems: Complete Guide for Engineers ...
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Hollow / Tubular / Sectional Busbar. A hollow or tubular form of busbar can provide
acceptable current capacity while reducing

What Is a Busbar Types and Applications Guide

Four primary types exist: flat strip, tubular, sandwich/laminated, and plug-in busway,
each suited to different current

The busbar''s material composition and cross-sectional size determine the maximum
current it can safely carry. Busbars can have a cross-sectional area of as little as 10
square millimetres (0.016 sq in), but may use metal tubes 50 millimetres (2.0 in) in
diameter or more as busbars. use very large busbars to carry tens of thousands of to
the that

The busbar''s material composition and cross-sectional size determine the maximum
current it can safely carry. Busbars can have a cross-sectional area of as little as 10
square millimetres (0.016 sq in), but may use metal tubes 50 millimetres (2.0 in) in
diameter or more as busbars. use very large busbars to carry tens of thousands of to
the that
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