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Wiring of double-position circuit breaker
in distribution box

Overview
How to Wire a Two-Pole Circuit Breaker in a 120/240V A Two-pole breaker (also
known as double-pole or 2-pole breaker) is a type of circuit breaker that con.

Key Takeaways
A double-pole circuit breaker connects two hot wires from opposite phases to provide
240V, with proper grounding and optional neutral connection for safe
operation.Overview

A double-pole (2P) circuit breaker is designed to simultaneously disconnect two hot
wires, providing protection for 240V circuits or high-power appliances. It consists of
two linked breakers that trip together in case of overload or short circuit, ensuring
safety and complete de-energization of the circuit .

Wiring Steps
• Power Off: Switch off the main breaker and verify no voltage using a non-contact
voltage tester to ensure safety .

• Identify Wires: For a 240V circuit, you need:
• Two hot wires (typically black and red)

• One ground wire (bare or green)

• Optional neutral wire (white) if the appliance requires it
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• Strip Wires: Remove about ½ inch (≈12 mm) of insulation from the hot wires and
expose the ground and neutral wires as needed .

• Connect Hot Wires: Insert the black wire into one terminal of the double-pole
breaker and the red wire into the other terminal. Tighten screws securely. These
wires carry 120V each from opposite phases, totaling 240V between them .

• Connect Ground and Neutral:
• Attach the bare/green wire to the grounding bar in the panel.

• If a neutral is required, connect the white wire to the neutral bar .

• Install Breaker: Align the breaker clips with the bus bars (L1 & L2) and firmly press
it into place so it snaps onto both bus bars .

• Label and Test: Mark the breaker slot with a clear description (e.g., “Water Heater –
240V, 20A”). Restore power and test the voltage at the appliance or receptacle .
Safety Precautions
• Always disconnect power before wiring and use lockout/tagout procedures .

• Ensure the breaker's current rating matches the load to prevent overloading .

• Use proper wire gauge according to NEC standards (e.g., #12 AWG for 20A circuits),
.

• Secure all terminals to avoid loose connections, which can cause overheating or fire
.

• Ground the panel and metal enclosures to prevent electric shock .
Applications

Double-pole breakers are commonly used for:

• Electric water heaters, ovens, and dryers

• Air conditioning units

• Single-phase 240V appliances

• Main circuit protection in single-phase distribution boards By following these steps
and safety guidelines, you can correctly wire a double-pole circuit breaker in a
distribution box, ensuring both functionality and electrical safety.
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Article Content

DIY Wiring a Consumer Unit and Installation

A Sub Circuit can be an electric cable distributing power to few lights, or a socket
outlet/s through a MCB device or a Fuse in the

Contact Us

Continue your research online:

Website: https://thegalleryselfcatering.co.za
Technical inquiry: https://thegalleryselfcatering.co.za/contact.html

This document is for preliminary research. Verify specifications against current
standards, product documentation and project requirements.
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